
 
 

  

International Research Journal of 
Management Sociology & Humanities 

 

 ISSN 2277 – 9809 (online)   
ISSN 2348 - 9359 (Print) 

 

 
        

 
 

Published by iSaRa Solutions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Internationally Indexed Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal

www.IRJMSH.com 
www.isarasolutions.com

http://www.irjmsh.com/
http://www.sphert.org/


IRJMSH       Vol 14 Issue 11  [Year 2023]    ISSN  2277 – 9809 (0nline) 2348–9359 (Print) 

International Research Journal of Management Sociology & Humanity ( IRJMSH ) Page 502 

www.irjmsh.com 

Nature as Resistance in the Works of D. H. Lawrence 

Dr. Pranati Rani 
 

Abstract 

 

This research article delves into the  portrayal of nature as a form of resistance in the works of D. 

H. Lawrence. Lawrence presents nature not merely as a background setting but as a living force, a 

perennial source of health, strength, energy and vitality. Through novels such as Sons and Lovers, 

Women in Love, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Lawrence has restored nature to its cosmic values 

and interiorised it with human relationships, instincts and the unconscious. The study examines 

that how Lawrence’s description of natural scenery and imagery oppose the barrenness and 

hardness of industrial society. With the help of psychoanalytic and  ecocritical approach, the article 

argues that Lawrence considers that association with nature is essential for communicating with 

the sense of 'Restoration' of wholeness of man to his 'circumambient universe'. The paper also 

investigates Lawrence’s critique of industrial invasion and how this disease of modern civilization 

alienates individuals from their natural beings . Ultimately, Lawrence’s works advocate the 

Romantic revival of Nature as Law and impulse constituting a cosmic and human whole.  

 

Keywords: D. H. Lawrence, nature, resistance, industrialization, ecocriticism, modernism, instinct, 

alienation 

 

Introduction 

 

The early twentieth century witnessed rapid growth of modernization, industrialization,  and 

advancement of technology which affected the life of human beings and their social relations. This 

modern industrialization promised economic development but several intellectuals and writers 

viewed it as a destruction of human soul, a threat to one's individuality, attack on emotional 

sensitivity and man's connection with nature. Amongst all such thinkers and writers, D. H. 

Lawrence was the most significant writer in opposing the mechanization of life. Lawrence hated 

that modern industrial civilization "put curb on man's spontaneous self ". His literary works 

consistently portray nature as a "life-force, vitality and natural energy" capable of resisting the 

destructive tendencies of modern society. 

 

In English Literature, D. H. Lawrence occupies a unique position because of his deep study of 

psychological , sexual, emotional relationships of man with nature. Many modernist writers 

focused on  fragmentation of urban life and hopelessness of their existence whereas Lawrence 

sought for man's adaptation with nature and his natural instincts to achieve moments of heightening 

where the sensual and spiritual, the physical and the cosmos, the civilized and the primitive 

intertwine and illuminate each other. His novels reveal his hatred towards industrialism, 
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machinery, capitalism, and materialism. He disliked mechanical society as it deprived man to live 

independent, natural and organic life.  

Lawrence in his description of Nature combines the genius of a painter with that of a poet. The 

combined effects lends enchantment to his work of art describing vividly the landscape, the 

individual objects of nature -  Forests, flowers, rivers, seasons, and landscapes often depicts the 

inner emotions of characters and provide moments of self - discovery, freedom and resist against 

oppressive social structures. Lawrence believes in the Unity of life which runs both in man and 

nature. The human libido as well as the object of nature both share the same intensity and glow.  

Humanity can attain fulfillment only through harmonious coexistence with nature. 

 

This paper examines the idea of nature as resistance in Lawrence’s major works, particularly Sons 

and Lovers, Women in Love, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover. The study investigates how Lawrence 

criticises industrial capitalism and how connection with nature works as a transformative power 

and restores spiritual and emotional balance. 

 

Research Objectives 

* To analyze the representation of nature in the works of D. H. Lawrence. 

* To explore the relationship between nature, instinct, and human identity in Lawrence’s works . 

* To examine how nature functions as resistance against industrial civilization. 

* To study the psychological and spiritual significance of nature in Lawrence’s novels. 

* To evaluate Lawrence’s contribution to ecocritical discourse in modern English literature. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

The study of a qualitative and textual approach based on close reading and literary analysis is 

adopted. It also employs psychoanalytic and ecocritical perspectives to interpret Lawrence’s 

treatment of nature and human relationships. Primary texts include Sons and Lovers, Women in 

Love, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Secondary sources such as critical essays, books, and scholarly 

articles are used to support the analysis. 

 

Nature and Industrial Conflict in Sons and Lovers 

 

Published in 1913, Sons and Lovers reflects Lawrence’s own upbringing in a mining community. 

The novel presents the relationship between men and women. The novelist is deeply concerned at 

the maladjustments of life, the suppression, deformities and conflicts of modern life.  

 

The Morel family lives in a world which is shaped by coal mines and the invasion of industry . 

Walter Morel’s hard work in mines damages both his physical health and family relationships. 

There is darkness, hopelessness and emotional conflicts in the backdrop of industrial landscape 

.Lawrence contrasts this environment with the artistic relationship between the objects of nature 

and the elements of human drama. The scenes of natural beauty offer self awareness and moments 

of emotional peace.  
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Lawrence uses natural imagery to reflect Paul’s inner sensitivity and artistic temperament. He 

experiences profound emotional connection with nature. He finds solace in flowers, fields, and the 

countryside, which provide relief from domestic tensions and psychological confusion.  The 

natural world becomes a refuge where human emotions can exist freely beyond the pressures of 

industrial life. 

Lawrence presents nature as a space where human relationships can flourish in opposition to the 

artificiality of industrial society. The background scenes describe the mood of the characters. Paul 

Miriam and Clara amour has been placed against the entrancing charm of the surroundings. His 

interactions with Miriam are often connected to fields, gardens, and rural landscapes, suggesting 

spiritual intimacy and emotional depth.  

 

Through Sons and Lovers, Lawrence critiques the selfishness,  ugliness, meanness of growing 

machines consequent upon the rapid industrialization of the country, fills him with horror. and he 

reacts against it. Nature emerges as a source of healing and resistance against industrial alienation. 

 

Nature and Primitive Energy in Women in Love 

 

In Women in Love (1920), Lawrence further develops his critique of modern civilization. In this 

novel, Lawrence revolts against the machine age. He depicts the conflict between the owner and 

the miners and we are told that the owner, "not only lost his own soul, but also gave the miners an 

evil satisfaction which took the very heart out of them." It portrays a world suffering from spiritual 

emptiness, emotional trauma and mechanical life. Industrialization is associated with destruction, 

fragmentation, violence, and the collapse of real relationships. 

 

The character Gerald Rich represent a hyper-productive, mechanistic modern culture that drains 

the vitality out of both nature and humanity. Lawrence portrays Gerald as emotionally 

disconnected and spiritually hollow. His obsession with control reflects the dehumanizing effects 

of industrial Modernity. He “longed to be a man, to fight the colliers” since all his life he has been 

“tortured by a furious and destructive demon which possessed him”.  

 

In contrast, Rupert Birkin is struggling to connect the idea of love and relationships both 

intellectually and emotionally . Birkin rejects the rigidness of intellectuality and lays emphasis on 

emotional freedom and spirituality. He finds the philosophy of life in Nature.  

 

Lawrence uses natural imagery to reveal the emotional states of characters. Lawrence wrote "Every 

man who is acutely alive is acutely wrestling with his own soul." Forests,rivers, mountains and 

animals symbolize elemental forces beyond human control. Lawrence advocates for the life 

connected with the bounty of nature resenting the crude artificiality of modern life. The natural 

elements challenge industrial values based on domination and rationality. 
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Through Women in Love, Lawrence suggests that modern civilization suppresses the organic and 

instinctive life and alienates mankind from natural energies. Nature has a very powerful impact on 

resisting mechanization and restoring emotional authenticity. 

Nature, Sexuality, and Freedom in Lady Chatterley’s Lover 

Lady Chatterley’s Lover is the contrast between the vitality of nature and the mechanical 

monotonous life of miners and industrialism.  

Sir Clifford Chatterley is physically paralysed and symbolises emotional sterility, industrial 

capitalism and intellectualism. He is out of touch with the living natural world and represent 

destruction and exploitation.  

 In contrast, Connie experiences in the natural world and dances with the beauties of nature. Her 

sexuality with Mellors symbolises liberation from societal norms and emotional rebirth.  

Oliver Mellors for his part expresses disgust for the "mechanised greed" of modernity, for money 

and the ruling classes, and is on the other hand disappointed in the workers who seem to have lost 

their "pagan" vital spark and degenerated into consumerism. 

Nature in the novel reflects the potential for organic growth and authentic human connection. The 

characters - Connie and Mellors despises mechanical greed for money and the ruling classes. They 

maintain an instinctive relation with each other and have emotional authenticity through simplicity 

and intimacy with nature which soothes and refreshes their mental and physical agony.  

Lawrence’s treatment of sexuality and nature challenges the rigid moral codes of his time.. 

Lawrence portrayal of sexuality does not find any moral corruption but considers it as a natural 

and sacred force connected to the rhythms of life. Physical intimacy is related with natural vitality. 

He opposes the mechanical and emotional emptiness of industrial life.  

 

Ecocritical Interpretation of Lawrence 

 

From an ecocritical perspective, Lawrence was a man who recognized the dire consequences of 

industrial civilization. He was such an environment thinker who was more concerned with the 

environmental degradation, consumerism, and humanity’s alienation from nature. 

 

Lawrence was shocked over Nature being subjected to man's mechanical inventiveness. Instead, 

he portrays nature as a living force, full of vitality, energy and value.  

Furthermore, Lawrence suggests that environmental destruction is closely linked to psychological 

and moral decline. When human beings get disconnected from nature, they also lose spiritual 

balance, emotional sensitivity and true relationships. 

Lawrence pioneers nature inevitable for human survival, fulfillment of emotions and spiritual 

regeneration.  

Psychological and Spiritual Dimensions of Nature 

Nature in Lawrence’s works also have psychological and spiritual significance. Lawrence rejected  

human supremacy over nature. He advocated for an "instinctual" approach. Human instincts are 

essential component of identity.  
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Industrial life suppresses instincts and delineates man from his natural selves. Lawrence’s 

characters feel frustrated , and psychologically fragmented  

Natural environments deeply interconnect physical and emotional experiences. Lawrence’s 

character whenever feels tormented or inflicted by weariness, fever or fret, turns to nature and feels 

at once relaxed and relieved.  

 Lawrence believed spiritual fulfillment emerges through communion with nature and authentic 

human relationships. Natural experiences awaken emotional vitality and restore psychological 

balance. 

 

Lawrence has distaste for modern industrial society which is dry, brittle, terrible, corrupt and is 

spreading over the face of the land thus ultimately violates Nature and making modern life entirely 

hopeless. The connectedness with the nature can renew and regenerate mankind.  

 

Conclusion 

D. H. Lawrence’s works present nature as a dynamic and transformative force resisting the 

destructive effects of industrial modernity. Through novels such as Sons and Lovers, Women in 

Love, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Lawrence critiques of capitalist systems that reduced both 

human workers and the earth's ecosystems to mere resources. 

 

Nature in Lawrence’s fiction symbolizes freedom, instinct, emotional authenticity, and spiritual 

renewal. The natural surroundings - forests, rivers, flowers, etc help individuals escape from social 

constraints and rediscover their true selves. Lawrence consistently contrasts the vitality of nature 

with the sterility of industrial civilization. 

 

From an ecocritical perspective, Lawrence emerges as a visionary writer who anticipated modern 

environmental concerns. His works reveal that the destruction of nature is inseparable from the 

psychological and moral decline of humanity. 

 

Ultimately, Lawrence advocates a return to instinctive living and harmonious coexistence with 

nature. His fiction suggests that human fulfillment depends not on technological progress or 

material success but on emotional vitality, spiritual awareness, and intimate connection with the 

natural world. 

 

Works Cited 

 

Buell, Lawrence. The Environmental Imagination. Harvard University Press, 1995. 

Gifford, Terry. Pastoral. Routledge, 1999. 

Lawrence, D. H. Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Penguin Books, 2006. 

 

http://www.irjmsh.com/


IRJMSH       Vol 14 Issue 11  [Year 2023]    ISSN  2277 – 9809 (0nline) 2348–9359 (Print) 

International Research Journal of Management Sociology & Humanity ( IRJMSH ) Page 507 

www.irjmsh.com 

Lawrence, D. H. Sons and Lovers. Penguin Classics, 2006. 

Lawrence, D. H. Women in Love. Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

Leavis, F. R. D. H. Lawrence: Novelist. Chatto and Windus, 1955. 

Millett, Kate. Sexual Politics. University of Illinois Press, 2000. 

Spilka, Mark. The Love Ethic of D. H. Lawrence. Indiana University Press, 1955. 

Williams, Raymond. The Country and the City. Oxford University Press, 1973. 

http://www.irjmsh.com/


 

 

 



 

 

 
भारतीय भाषा, शिऺा, साहहत्य एवं िोध 

ISSN  2321 – 9726 
WWW.BHARTIYASHODH.COM 

 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF 

MANAGEMENT SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

ISSN – 2250 – 1959 (0) 2348 – 9367 (P) 

WWW.IRJMST.COM 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF 

COMMERCE, ARTS AND SCIENCE 

ISSN  2319 – 9202               

WWW.CASIRJ.COM 
 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF 

MANAGEMENT SOCIOLOGY & HUMANITIES 

ISSN  2277 – 9809 (0) 2348 - 9359 (P) 

WWW.IRJMSH.COM 

 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL OF SCIENCE 

ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 

ISSN 2454-3195 (online) 

WWW.RJSET.COM 

 

 

WWW.IRJMSI.COM 

INTEGRATED RESEARCH JOURNAL OF 
MANAGEMENT, SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

ISSN 2582-5445 

WWW.JLPER.COM 

JOURNAL OF LEGAL STUDIES,POLITICS 
AND ECONOMICS RESEARCH


